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Seated one day at the organ ... 
The College has just installed a wonderful new organ to replace the small, old 
and tired instrument which has served for the last century. 

Thanks to the generosity of some 

major bequests, the Friends of the 

College and some individual donors 

we now have a reliable instrument 

which enables us to use an 

astonishingly wide range of sound 

colours.  

“The advances in digital technology 

have made possible an organ that 

would have been beyond our wildest 

dreams only a few years ago,” says 

the Warden, Fr Howard Such. “We 

now have an instrument which will enable us to play a wide range of different music 

using the sounds for which the pieces were written. We are hoping that this will 

attract professional organists to give recitals here which will benefit the community 

as well as enriching our worship.” 

The old organ had become increasingly unreliable, with players never certain which 

parts would work and which would fail at a moment’s notice. We are immensely 

grateful to all those who have enabled us to install an instrument worthy of this 

splendid setting. For more information about the instrument, see page 2. 



The Magnus Organ 
Made by Magnus Organs of Poland, this was the first organ to be built by 

them in England incorporating an organ case with a display of pipes.  

The instrument uses the 
technology of digital sampling to 
replicate the sound of a pipe 
organ located elsewhere.  

A wide range of 3D recording 
techniques is employed so that 
the samples become rather like 
“audible holograms” of the 
original. These include not only 
the sounds of the note made by 
each pipe but also the way these 
sounds interact with the acoustic 
of the building in which the original 
instrument is located, including its 
natural reverberation.  

Touch sensitive screens have been installed in place of the usual physical jambs 
with drawstops or tabs (see above).  In this way the names and positions of the 
stops can easily change when the sample set of a different organ is loaded.  

The College organ was installed with sample sets of four classical instruments from 
around the world: a two manual 1907 Brindley and Foster organ from St Anne’s, 
Moseley;  a two manual organ from Slovenia — a modern instrument made in the 
north European Baroque style;  the four manual Willis organ at Hereford Cathedral, 
one of the finest examples of English Romantic organ building offering an 
exceptionally wide range of tonal variations from quiet “pastoral” sounds to the full 
organ chorus;  the three manual organ of Notre Dame de Metz by the great French 
organ builder Cavaillé-Coll.  

When an organ pipe ‘speaks’ there is a whole complex of sounds, including the 
initialisation of the note, the note itself with all the tonal characteristics of its 
harmonics, and the sound made as the pipe ceases to speak. These ‘extra sounds’ 
are especially noticeable in large pipes which produce low pitches, when the 
initialisation may be very pronounced and take longer than for smaller pipes. 
Similarly, even small pipes that require low wind pressure can make a distinctive 
“chiff” when they begin to speak – a characteristic particularly prized in organs from 
the Baroque period or made in that style. 

All these and many other sounds, including the noise of the organ blower, the 
drawstops and expression pedals, are captured as digital files and faithfully 
replicated.  Thus, when playing this instrument it is very close in experience to 
playing the original in its actual location. 

The organ will be dedicated by the Bishop of Southwark on 20 September. 



Characters from the College: 
Canon Keith and Alma Gibson 
By Cliff Caswell 

In a ministry spanning nearly six 

decades far from his mother country, 

Fr Keith and his wife Alma weaved 

their way into the fabric of eastern 

Caribbean life.  

The path of ministry that took Fr Keith 

across the Atlantic was a far cry from his 

early years in which music and maths 

were his passions. 

Born in Reigate in 1922, he won a 

scholarship at Felsted School in Essex. 

Later he was accepted to study at 

Christ’s College, Cambridge, where his 

vocal skills also enabled him to sing as an alto in the famous choir of King’s College. 

He read mathematics and served as an experimental assistant in Malvern to further the 

development of radar detection systems. During this time his sense of calling grew and 

after the war he was accepted for training at the College of the Resurrection in Mirfield. 

Ordained deacon in 1947 and priest the following year, he became an assistant curate in 

the coal mining parish of South Elmsall in the Diocese of Wakefield. 

Four years later came a letter. “It was one that everyone in my position received at this 

point, asking if I would be interested in working overseas,” he remembers. “As my father 

had been born in British Guiana, I thought I might try there but I was not accepted 

because of my health; I was asked instead about the West Indies. The Bishop of Antigua 

was travelling to England at the time and we met for lunch at Church House in 

Westminster. That is how I came to be sent to St Kitts.” 

It was the beginning of a ministry that was to take him to the British Virgin Islands where 

he met Alma and the US Virgin Islands. Alma recalled that they learned to ride together 

as a means of bringing Holy Communion to remote areas across the hills from her home.  

“I remember one of my uncles having a couple of horses – but neither of us had ever 

been in the saddle before,” she said. “We hoped the horses wouldn’t gallop and we did 

learn quickly! Taking the animals was a great way of visiting people further away. It was 

a time of my life I will always remember.” 

Although Fr Keith retired in 1992, his services remained in demand by the communities 

he had served until his return to live in the UK. In a message at their farewell service, the 

Bishop said, “You have given your best years to the service of God among the people in 

this region – and you gave a good account of your stewardship.” 



You don’t have to go to extremes! 
Every day, people do extreme things – sky diving, mountain climbing and 

marathon running for example – to help good causes like ours. 

During this year’s Remember A 
Charity in your Will Week we want to 
let you know that you don’t have to go 
to such heroic extremes to help us. 
Simply leaving a final gift in your 

Will is legendary enough in itself. 

Most of our funds come from the generosity of people like you and we hope that 
in time more and more of our supporters will consider leaving a charitable legacy 
to the College, to help us safeguard the future. 

Are you a living legend? 

It is an area of some concern that not many of our supporters have taken the 
step of including the College in their Will. We know that gifts in Wills will become 
increasingly important to us in the years ahead and can see a time when income 
from legacies will be vital in enabling us to continue our caring ministry. 

Remember A Charity in your Will Week 

7 – 13 September 2015 

That’s why, as a member of the national Remember A Charity consortium, we 
are taking part in Remember A Charity in your Will Week this September to help 
raise awareness of the importance to smaller charities like ours of gifts left in 
Wills. 

It’s a common myth that you have to be wealthy to help us by leaving a gift in 
your Will. Nothing could be further from the truth. After taking care of family and 
friends, it’s amazing what one final gift can do, no matter how big or small.  

Whatever the size of the gift, we are extremely grateful for all charitable legacies 
left to us, as they help us to continue to provide a home and to care for elderly 
Anglicans in need. 

Taking care of your loved ones and doing something legendary by making a final 
gift to the College in your Will is probably so much easier than you think. Visit 
www.rememberacharity.org.uk for more information, or speak to your 
professional advisor about leaving a charitable legacy to the College in your Will.  


